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ROLL CALL ( meeting called to order 19:00 hrs. on 05/14/2026 by R. Wilsey ) 

PRESENT NAME CAPACITY NOTES 

No Arman, Mike MFD Vice President  

 Yes  Baumer, Heidi Treasurer  

Yes Considine, Dan Commissioner  

No Fletcher, William General Counsel Resigned (5/14/2026) 

Yes Francesco, Gregory MFD Training officer  

Yes Friedlander, David MFD Deputy Chief  

Yes Joint, Richard Commissioner  

No Chip Knapp MFD President  

Yes Sellman, Tom Secretary  

No Shipe, John Commissioner  

Yes Shuler, Steve Commissioner  

Yes Tschiderer, Steve MFD, Chief  

Yes Wilsey, Ryan Commissioner (Chairman)  

 

OTHER ATTENDEES NOTED 

NAME CAPACITY NOTES 

Ken Hampson Mendon Fire Dept. Board member Fill-in for Chip Knapp 

Robert Houle Mendon Fire District Resident 1108 Cheese Factory Rd 

Alan Ng Mendon Fire Dept. New Member 

Kaitlyn Sennett Mendon Fire Dept. New Member 

    

PUBLIC COMMENT   

None. 

New Member Introductions 

C. Knapp introduced two new members (Alan Ng and Kaitlyn Sennett) recently voted into the Mendon Fire 

Dept.  Introductions to Board members were exchanged, then each gave a brief synopsis of their background. 

After a brief Q&A, Alan and Kaitlyn were thanked for their willingness to volunteer and welcomed to the 

organization. 

CALENDAR / MEETING ROOM REQUEST REVIEW 

a. Pavilion Rental with Alcohol Use Requested Kellogg Birthday Celebration 06/27/26 11am-3pm Sponsor – 
Tschiderer 

b. Pack 105 Bridging Ceremony – Community Room 05/21/2026  (6:30-7:30pm) 
c. Community Room:  Kester Graduation Party 06/27/2026 all-day  (Sponsor – P. Kester) 
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CALENDAR / MEETING ROOM REQUEST REVIEW ( cont. ) 

S. Shuler motioned that the  Pavilion Rental request with Alcohol Use be conditionally approved with the 

stipulation that the Kellogg party must supply/have a NYS TIPS (Alcohol Server/Seller Training) certified 

bartender.  Chief Tschiderer will relay the requirement and report back when confirmed/obtained.  Included 

in the motion was approval for the remaining room/facility requests.  This was seconded by R. Wilsey and 

passed by unanimous consent by those present: 4-0-0. 

SECRETARY ITEMS 

Past Meeting Minutes  

S. Shuler motioned that the minutes for the April 9th 2026 District meeting be approved.  This was seconded by 

D. Considine and passed by unanimous consent by those present: 4-0-0. 

Pending Appoval 

Secretary Sellman inquired as to approval status for the Payroll Summary Report as presented to the Board by 

D. Considine at the April 9th  District meeting. R. Wilsey motioned that the Report as presented be approved.  

S. Shuler seconded the motion which passed by unanimous consent by those present: 4-0-0. 

District Correspondence 

A. Sellman noted an email request (forwarded by Chief Tschiderer) from Mendon Town Supervisor Alati 

requesting permission for the Mendon Democrats to march in the upcoming MFD Carnival Parade.  The 

Chief reviewed the District/Department policy allowing currently elected representatives to march, but 

not permitting generalized political party groups. 

B. Sellman noted an email received at noon May 14th (forwarded by R. Wilsey) from District 

Counsel Fletcher tendering his resignation from the position.  R. Wilsey motioned that the 

Board accept Counsel Fletcher’s letter of resignation and extend the Board’s thanks to District 

Counsel Fletcher for his 40+ years of service to the District & community.  This was seconded 

by D. Considine which passed by unanimous consent by those present: 4-0-0. 

  

MENDON FIRE DEPT BOARD OF DIRECTORS REPORT ( by Board Member K. Hampson )  

 Ken initiated discussion with respect to an area of concern / observation of need that the 
Mendon Fire Department Board recently observed.  The principle observation was that there 
needs to be a formulation of a set of policy guidelines addressing the use/care/maintenance – 
rules and regulations with respect to the soon-to-be-completed bunk-rooms in the station.  R. 
Wilsey indicated that bunk-room policy will soon be a topic at a line officers meeting and 
encouraged participation by the Department Board.  Wiley added that the District would 
work with the Chief as he drafts a policy and presents it to the District for discussion and 
approval. 
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MENDON FIRE DEPT BOARD OF DIRECTORS REPORT  ( cont. ) 

 A brief update on progress of the Department’s new-member building was given. 

 Ken noted that the Department will be looking at alternative locations for the next year’s 
annual banquet. 

 An update on an upcoming recruiting event at the Mendon Festival was given. 

 Ken asked for approval to backfill open slots in the upcoming community CPR class with 
members need the certification.  He was reminded to verify the level of certification – with 
the Chief noting that it would need to be the first responder level, not just the laypersons.  
Ken indicated he would pass that on to C. Knapp (organizing the class). 

 Sellman noted there was interest by the Mendon Fire Department Board regarding payment 
against an invoice by LRT Outdoor & Millwork for the French drain installed as part of the 
ground-work in front of the new members building.  A brief discussion occurred and an 
examination of the invoices (for this month) being submitted for approval by the District 
revealed one approved by J. Shipe. 
 

CHIEF’S REPORT 

See Appendix A for content of Chief Tschiderer’s report. 

Purchase Orders 

● 26-10 :  Hexarmor FireArmor SR-X fire-fighting gloves from TheFireStore:  Qty. 12, cost:  
$1,331.88 

 

R. Wilsey motioned to accept the purchase order – seconded by S. Shuler and passing by unanimous 
consent of those present:  4-0-0.  

Chief also presented a proposal to accept the turnout gear gifted to new member Alan Ng once 
cleaned and inspected to check serviceability – although it would be a different color than standard 
MFD gear.  This would be a short-term option that minimizes cost and maximizes availability.  The 
consensus was that this was a good option. 

  
TREASURER’S REPORT  

Voucher & Reconciliation Review  

Treasurer Baumer reviewed the voucher and reconciliation statements. See Appendix B for submitted 

content.   Status update included commentary that costs associated with the new training appointment are 

anticipated to outstrip budgeted amounts ($ 10K).  
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TREASURER’S REPORT (cont.) 

R. Wilsey motioned to pay the bills and approve the Treasurer’s report – this was seconded by S. Shuler and 

passed by unanimous consent of those present:  4-0-0 

OPERATIONAL COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Apparatus  (R. Joint) 

Vehicle/Equip Issues/Problems/Plans 

364 No issue 

365 No issue 

367 

No issue.   The new 367 is back with lights/electronics.  District Admin 

Sweet working to complete install of necessary hardware systems to 

accommodate the complement of equipment of the current 367. 

3617 No issue 

3618 No issue 

Haul Trailer No issue 

3c16 No issue 

3c26 No issue.   

 

Capital Projects / Special Projects   ( S. Shuler & R. Wilsey ) 

NYS VFIRE Grant Project 

R. Wilsey briefed the Board on several small ‘punch-list’ items, some door lock wiring, security camera 

relocation, floor cleaning/rebuffing. He noted the discussion above regarding bunk-room policy formation 

needs.  S. Shuler and Treasurer Baumer noted plans to get with the District Admin in preparation to submit 

invoices for NYS reimbursement. 

Roof Replacement and Solar System Installation 

Per S. Shuler, roof installation should be starting Monday/Tuesday week of May 18th – should take 7-8 days 

and be completed prior to carnival. 
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 OPERATIONAL COMMITTEE REPORTS (cont.) 

Personnel & Leadership ( D. Considine ) 

District Administrator’s Report 

R. Wilsey motioned that the District Administrator’s report (see Appendix C) be approved.  This was seconded 

by S. Shuler and passed by unanimous consent of those present: 4-0-0. 

Training Officers Report 

See Appendix D for content of Capt. Francesco’s report.  R. Wilsey motioned that the report be approved.  

This was seconded by S. Shuler and passed by unanimous consent of those present: 4-0-0. 

Commissioner Joint initiated some discussion on how the 20 hrs/week for training vs. administrative assistant 

hours are tracked.  This led to a generalized discussion / clarification by Wilsey and Tschiderer regarding the 

coordination training focus & responsibilities split between Assist. Chief Kester, Capt. Francesco and Chief 

May.  Chief Tschiderer reinforced the need for a 72 hr. heads-up given to any trainers so they can properly 

prepare. 

UDS Health Screening 

Commissioner Considine reviewed some additional health screening offerings ( e.g. calcium scoring) in excess 

of the ultrasound suite used last April.  The calcium scoring tests require a larger commitment of attendance 

(120+ people) and is of significant cost.  He thought this more of a 2027 time-frame and multi-department 

invitational event.   Dan did think the standard ultrasound offering would be good to bring back given the 

number of new members. Dan concluded that he’d get the cost of their basic test offerings and look to 

perhaps schedule a session in the September / Fall season timeframe. 

Leadership Workshop 

After brief discussion regarding scheduling, Dan will send out a survey to determine possible dates. 

Replacement Attorney Search 

There was a brief discussion regarding the search process for an attorney to replace retired Counsel Fletcher.  

Compensation and projected hours of need were discussed.  A need to schedule a workshop prior to the June 

11th District Commissioner meeting was identified, the purpose being to draft an RFP for the position.  

Information/Technology  (R. Wilsey)  

Ryan presented list of IT infrastructure needs:  re-fobbing station doors in renovation area, internet / wireless 

systems.  He will be getting quotes for consideration.   
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OLD BUSINESS -     None. 

NEW BUSINESS -     None. 

PUBLIC COMMENT   

Robert Houle (of Cheese Factory Road) asked for time to raise a couple topics.  Mr. Houle noted that 

one of his sons is a member of MFD.  His son achieved his BSA Eagle Scout rank, and Mr. Houle 

expressed thanks to the Fire District/Department for being a Scout Charter Organization and the 

continued support to the Scouting organizations:  Pack and Troop 105.  Secondly, Mr. Houle 

observed that with completion of the bunk-room project, they might be offered as an emergency 

shelter in a severe situation on a very temporary basis.  Lastly, Mr. Houle made some suggestions 

with respect to marketing efforts relative to recruitment/retention, advertising the MFD brand, and 

better generalized community awareness of the District and Department. 

Executive Session 

At 19:58, R. Wilsey made a motion for the Board to go into Executive Session for the purpose of 

discussing employment and personnel discipline issues. This was seconded by D. Considine and 

passed with unanimous consent of those present: 4-0-0. 

At 20:15, the Board exited Executive Session and the regular meeting resumed. 

Commissioner Considine made a motion rescinding the suspension of Firefighter Art Torrey. The 

motion was seconded by R. Wilsey and passed by unanimous consent of those present: 4-0-0.  

Considine also noted that the Board will be looking / investigating options to get Department training 

for a more enhanced sensitivity training. 

PUBLIC COMMENT   

None. 

MEETING ADJOURNMENT 

At 20:20 R. Wilsey motioned to adjourn the meeting. This was seconded by S. Shuler and passed by 

unanimous consent of those present:  4-0-0. 

Minutes Respectfully Submitted by  

Tom Sellman,    

District Secretary,    

Mendon Fire District 
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APPENDIX A:    Chief’s Report  (part 1 of 2) 
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APPENDIX A:    Chief’s Report  (part 2 of 2) 

        
 

APPENDIX B:    Treasurer’s Voucher List    
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APPENDIX C:    District Administrator Report  (part 1 of 2) 
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APPENDIX C:    District Administrator Report  (part 2 of 2) 
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APPENDIX D:    Training Officer Report 

 

 


